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CONSTITUTION.

98. The Court of Wards has been constituted, under Act. T of
1902 (The Madras Court of \Yards Act), to administer the estates
of zamindars and other landholders paying rent to Government
in cases in which the owners are minors or otherwise incapacitated
for managing their own estates. The Board of Revenue is itself
the Court of Wards, and estates are managed by the Collectors of
the districts in which they are situated, subject to the Court's
orders.

ACCOUNTS MAINTAINED.

99.  Accounts are maintained in the Court's office for receipts
and expenditure in which the Court is directly concerned.    A cash
book is maintained and in addition a ledger to show the  transac-
tions and balance of each estate.    The Court of Wards banks
with the  Bank of Madras which has opened a   personal ledger
account for the purpose in the Government accounts,

NATURE OF TRANSACTIONS.

100.  The  receipts consist of surplus   revenue  remitted   by
Collectors to the Court and interest on securities adjusted by the
Accountant-General.    The payments consist of remittances inade
by the Court to Collectors for special purposes1 and of expenditure
incurred by the Court at head-quarters.    All receipts beyond
a small sum retained in each case for meeting current expendi-
ture are at once invested in Government or other securities and the
securities are deposited with the Accountant-General.

AUDIT PROCEDURE.

- 101. The transactions being few and of a simple character, the
accounts maintained are themselves very simple and do not involve
a heavy audit.